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Minutes 

Held on 11th September 2002 at Chadwick Court

ATTENDEES :
Tony Garton (Chair)
TG
LB Southwark


Steve Potter
SP
LB Croydon


Ann Emsley
AE
LB Bromley


Russell Bryan
RB
LB Newham


Jon Fox
JF
LB Bexley


Steve Blake
SB
Corporation of London


Chris Howard 
CH
LB Lewisham


Max Dixon
MD
GLA


Ralph Haynes
RH
LB Croydon






APOLOGIES :
Geoff Scott
GS
LB Lambeth


Peter Carey
PC
LB Camden


Gillian Whyman
GW
LB Islington


David Court
DC
LB Newham


Nick Marks
NM
LB Newham


Steve Glass
SG
LB Bromley


John Coates
JC
LB Richmond


Max Dixon
MD
GLA




MINUTES PREPARED BY:
Chris Howard

DATE : 
12th September 2002

SECTION
ITEM
ACTION

1.
Minutes of last meeting



Accepted, with the exception of 4. Journal Subscription, Steve is to subscribe to Modern Railways as he has the money.
SG (AE to highlight)





2.
Finance



Steve will send out the requests for £30 subscription by e-mail. Steve will transfer the money needed for the conference (see 4 below) to Sharon Smith. She will then be able to make cheques out from her own account. VAT may be an issue.
SG

3.
Journal Subscription



Ann has made enquiries as to any other useful publications in addition to Modern Railway. It doesn’t appear that there are any others used. If anyone knows of a publication that would be of benefit to members please do get in contact.
All LARIF Members





4.
Conference



The conference will be held in March on the subject of Railway Vibration and held at Chadwick Court. Tony is making a call for papers and needs to submit details to IOA by the end of the month. The cost will be £400. Tony, Ralph, Steve and Ann met with Sharon Smith to discuss the conference. It was agreed that she would organise the event – her costs would be £900 - £1,000. We have over £3,000 in our coffers. The outgoings will be around £2,500 including the catering. It will require 70 paid attendees to cover the costs. It was suggested that use of Sponsorship could be considered to cover some of the cost.

See attachment for notes of the meeting.
TG




Through Sharon LARIF are now affiliated to the ALEHM and we can make bookings directly to CIEH for Chadwick Court rather than through Gerry McCarthy.
CH





5.
Promoting LARIF



Steve Potter suggested that a web page could be added to a Council web-site and links made to it on the CIEH site. This would need to be located with the person who would manage the site.  If there is anyone who would be interested in taking on this important role please contact Chris.
All LARIF Members


Sharon Smith has set up an ALEHM web page, which is available within the CIEH site. Chris agreed to contact Sharon to find out how this was done.
CH





6.
Suggested LARIF speakers



David Trevor-Jones will be speaking at the next LARIF meeting (13th November) on the BS6472.  Tony will follow this up with David.
TG


Ann has made contact with a Safety Manager from Railtrack who would be happy to speak at LARIF. Ann will try and organise for him/her to speak at the January meeting.

If anyone has contact names and numbers for Rail Regulators, the Department of Transport, DLR, Trams, CTRL and Cross Rail or have other subject areas that would be good, please can you contact Ann with the details?
AE
All LARIF Members





7.
Mayor’s London Ambient Noise Strategy



LARIF want to respond to the strategy giving its position and view. The points raised in the meeting have been put in the form of a statement, which is intended to be sent to the GLA. The statement obviously limits itself to the implication on Railways. If there are any issues that people feel should be amended and/or added please can they forward their comments to Chris by 27th September, so the statement can be sent before the end of this month.
All LARIF Members


“LARIF welcomes the strategy which provides a comprehensive list of measures that would need to be introduced to ensure those living in the vicinity of railway lines are protected from noise and vibration. This is of particular importance for the future where the railway infrastructure is expected to increase and the existing railway lines intensified in their use. 

LARIF would expect the GLA to take a co-ordinating role in the implementation of the noise strategy. Once the Government-commissioned noise-mapping study has been completed, the GLA will be best placed to set London wide noise objectives and co-ordinate the Action Plans that would need to be produced by the Railway operators and/or authorities. 

LARIF would hope that the GLA would be sufficiently resourced and empowered to ensure the objectives are met and that the implementation of the appropriate measures does not just rely on good will.

The following detailed issues have been raised by members as of particular importance:-

· Noise levels at night caused by intensification of nighttime freight movement need to be considered. Hourly event measurements for night should be taken where known railway lines take freight.

· Changes to the Noise Insulation (Railways and Other Guided Transport Systems) Regs to include intensification.

· Cost/Benefit exercise to assess grinding of rail against provision of glazing systems.

· Rail noise prediction may not be particularly accurate and measurements could be better as corrugated rail and other defects can increase levels. The need to build into prediction models details of grinding cycles etc.

· Although construction is not included within the strategy LARIF would like the GLA to put forward an approach for managing construction within TFL projects.”






8.
Update on existing & proposed railway projects



Cross Rail: Steve Blake has been invited to a Scoping meeting for an EIA. The effected parts during construction run from Liverpool Street to Paddington.

Channel Tunnel: Richard told us of the boring machine, which started on 29th August and is heading towards St Pancras. Another boring machine will be launched in a month’s time heading towards Barking.

DLR: Chris mentioned that there would be a TWA for a 3-car proposal on the DLR. A Scoping report has already been received and construction will be taking place at night to attempt to maintain the existing service while extensions to platforms etc are introduced.

Shortlands Junction: Ann gave information about the 70 metre box, which has been introduced and happened over a Thursday to Tuesday possession without complaint! Geoffrey Osborne are the contractors for the site and have been very good. The project is programmed to end by July 2003 in time for the CTRL.

TL2000: The inspector has reported and it is with the Deputy Prime minister for a decision – the sticking point is London Bridge.






9.
Any other business



Russell suggested that it would be a good idea to have a contact list of those that attend LARIF. It was decided that when Steve gets replies from those wanting to subscribe then a membership list could be produced.





Ann will try again to e-mail the PowerPoint presentation  from the Pollution Study Group of proposed transport schemes within London, to Chris who’ll then pass it onto LARIF members.
AE





10.
Date of next meeting and Venue



13th November 2002 at 10:00, Chadwick Court.
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