LARIF

Local Authorities Railway Impact Forum


Minutes 

Held on 12th November 2003 at Chadwick Court

ATTENDEES :
Tony Garton (Chair)
TG
LB Southwark


Nathan Miles
NM
LB Hillingdon


Russell Bryan
RB
LB Newham


Paul Clift
PC
LB Islington


Gillian Whyman
GW
LB Islington


Chris Howard 
CH
LB Lewisham


Alan Bloomfield
ABl
GLA


Stephen Potter
SP
LB Croydon


Andy Benstead
AB
Corp of London


Steve Blake
SB
Corp of London


Ralph Haynes
RH
LB Camden


Paul Shields
PS
Scott Wilson






APOLOGIES :
Robert Hedges
RH
LB Waltham Forest


John Smith
JS
ERG – Kings College


Steve Glass
SG
LB Bromley


Ann Emsley
AE
LB Bromley


Nick Marks
NM
LB Newham


Geoff Scott
GS
LB Lambeth




MINUTES PREPARED BY:
Chris Howard

DATE : 
28th November 2003

SECTION
ITEM
ACTION

1.
Minutes of last meeting



Accepted.






2.
Finance & Journal Subscription



SG passed on details of the account as follows:-

Current balance: £3678.80. There are no outstanding accounts – all boroughs who expressed an interest in joining have been invoiced and paid for the current year. He will transfer the funds to the CIEH on his return from holiday. Questions were asked as to how the account and access to it will work once transferred to CIEH. 
SG (Report next meeting)





3.
Promoting LARIF



Thanks were expressed to Steve Potter and his colleagues in Croydon who have put together a very useful web-site for LARIF (larif.org.uk). The site will be a great resource to LARIF members. If any members have links relating to railway environmental issues that will be a useful resource please e-mail Steve Potter:- Steve_potter@cryodon.gov.uk
Ralph agreed to contact CIEH to establish whether a link from the CIEH web-site could be made to LARIFs. Also Tony will be contacting IOA to establish the possibility of a link from their site
ALL LARIF

RH

TG





5.
Suggested LARIF speakers



Brian Hemsworth will be speaking at the next LARIF meeting – subject to be confirmed. This meeting is likely to be popular so please book in your diaries now to avoid the disappointment of missing it. Further information will be sent next month with subject details and request for rsvp.


All LARIF Members


If anyone has contact names and numbers for Rail Regulators, the Department of Transport, DLR, Trams, CTRL and Cross Rail or have other subject areas that would be good, please can you contact Ann with the details.
All LARIF Members





6.
Update on existing & proposed railway projects



CH explained that there had been a report in the Times 22nd October claiming that if Ken Livingstone was unable to receive the additional £1 billion a year between 2005 and 2009, that projects lost would include North Circular Road, extensions to the DLR and ELL, the West London Tram etc.,








9.
AOB







Raised issue concerning Network Rail works for upgrading the electrification. From those present, only TG and CH had been contacted concerning works. These will entail night-time working. Have been working within Southwark and Lewisham without any complaints. S61 application has been issued by Lewisham and Southwark



Thanks to Paul Shields who spoke on the subject of his MSc dissertation “A critical review of methodology used to assess ground borne railway noise complaints" His power-point presentation and extracts from his MSc dissertation are available on larif.org.uk



RB mentioned that complaints have been received of ground borne noise in houses over the CTRL tunnels in Newham from construction noise, notably the supply train running on temporary track. This has occurred in isolated areas not predicted to receive a noise impact. 
The tunnel and permanent track design should meet a Not Environmentally Worse Than undertaking/ reference case of 40 dB(A)LMAX. As the supply trains are causing problems concern over the noise that will result from the heavier, faster, high speed trains. Newham has hired a consultant to give advice on BPM and options for possible improvements – awaiting final comments. RLE continue to claim that there will be no problem. GW informed the group that complaints had been received from residents in the South Downs Tunnel in section 1 and that preliminary measurements showed an exceedance of the 40 dBLmax slow design criteria. It was not the intention of RLE’s  acoustic team to undertake any post operation measurements in homes.


10.
Date of next meeting and Venue



14th January 2004 at 10:00, Chadwick Court.


Future Dates for meetings to be held at Chadwick Court for those that like to be prepared!

Date
Room

10th March 2004
Room A

12th May 2004
Room A

14th July 2004
Room A
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