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Minutes

Held on Wednesday, 12 January 2005 at Chadwick Court

ATTENDEES :
Tony Garton (Chair)
TG
LB Southwark


Nick Marks
NM
LB Newham


Russell Bryan
RB
LB Newham


Alan Bloomfield
ABl
GLA


Feliciano Cirimele
FC
LB Barnet


Ann Emsley
AE
LB Bromley


Chris Howard
CH
LB Lewisham


Andy Benstead
AB
Corporation of London

APOLOGIES :
Ralph Haynes
RH
LB Camden


Steve Blake
SB
Corp of London


Steve Glass
SG
LB Bromley


Paul Shields




Steven Potter



MINUTES PREPARED BY:
Nick Marks

DATE : 
12 January 2005

SECTION
ITEM
ACTION

1.
Minutes of last meeting



Accepted.


2.
Matters Arising - Finance & Journal Subscription



AB has offered a room in the Environmental Health Department of the Corporation of London for the next meeting.  If this is a success, future meetings can be held (subject to room availability) until further notice.  Thanks to Andy for the offer of the room.  NM to cancel the room @ Chadwick Court for March & forward details to group members. AE to advise speakers Brian Fitzgerald & Paul Shields

Modern Railway subscription will be renewed and sent directly to NM. NM still to receive the magazines. SG to contact NM in new year to get details of address to send journal too.
NM 

&

AE

SG



3. 
Alan Bloomfield – GLA Noise Update



Matters discussed included:

· GLA/borough meeting Ambient Noise Strategy and the EU Noise Directives due for implementation in 2007.  Meeting notes and speakers presentations are available from Alan Bloomfield please e-mail him directly.  Next meeting is expected to be linked with the consultation on the Directive.  Note: consultation may be delayed by an election.

· Update London-wide noise guidance

· Borough spending plans for transport can include bids for measures to control traffic noise

· Max Dixon attended meeting with LUL Chaired by Richard Burton LUL’s Environment manager regarding noise from Underground.  LUL currently involved in EU CONVURT Project to assess groundborne noise and vibration from underground railways.  John Edwards (formerly LUL noise team leader, now with Metronet BCV) is taking a leading role. See web site: http://www-g.eng.cam.ac.uk/convurt/ (apparently very mathematical). Note: Ann to contact Richard Barton to see if he will give a presentation to LARIF
· Consultation is underway to shift the tube open hours one hour later on Friday & Saturday nights (plus opening an hour later on Saturday & Sunday mornings).  Details should be on TfL web site.  If the proposal is deemed acceptable there should be a noise assessment. 

· Research on equality & noise – comparing census data with road noise map (just about to start)

· TfL desk study on noise impact of ‘stone mastic asphalt’ (SMA). Note: Ann says that Croydon use this as a matter of course.

· Extension of national noise survey to west London boroughs.  Note: this will have to ensure that the impact of Heathrow is properly assessed.

· LUL are proposing to use a infra-red sensing camera in a helicopter to check the operation of points heaters.  Both Alan & Ann (who has Biggin Hill air & heliport in her area) to check for more details

· S106 bids for noise discussed. Alan wil seek to provide advice through GLA planners on legal issues around S106.  Russell said that Newham asks for S106 money for major projects (principally on air quality) as a matter of course.  A copy of Newham’s justification is attached to the minutes.

· Chris Howard suggested common code for rail projects.  The discussion extended to considering the possibility of the GLA facilitating a London wide construction code.  Ann mentioned that a number of south London borough already have a joint code (including Bromley & Croydon).  Copy available on Croydon’s Web site.  Andy said that Corpn London has CoP available on web site. Westminster was also mentioned as having a comprehensive code. Alan suggested an ‘umbrella’ code discussing general principles and giving reasoning to support the detailed, specific codes which the boroughs have adopted.


AE

AB/AE

4.
LARIF speakers



PaulShields was unable to attend this meeting.  It is hoped that he will be able to give his talk in May

Bryan Fitzgerald will be speaking at LARIF in March. Talking on the development and implementation of the DLR Noise Policy and associated noise mitigation projects. Bryan worked for DLR for 12 years leaving in Aug 2003 to set himself up as an independent engineering consultant.  Ann to advise speakers of new venue for LARIF in March
AE



5.
Appointment of roles



Nick Marks has taken on the role of Secretary for minutes and also to continue to provide the regular Modern Railway summary. Thanks to Chris for his hard work in the past


6.
Update on existing & proposed railway projects



ELL. Southern Extension and Nothern Extension are being phased. Funding available for 1st Phase. Work not proceeding quickly!  Intend to use heavy rail stock.

Crossrail: Bill into parliament Feb 2005. Construction Code released in draft for consultation to effected councils.  Standards proposed are poor.  Rail track environmental contract requirements also supplied.  These should be sent out with the minutes.  Bill deposit due in February but no one seems sure of the date.  Tony mentioned specific noise conditions for tunnelling for the JLE project (including a specification for electric cranes).  Contact Tony directly for more info.

TL2000: Awaiting resumption of public inquiry to deal principally with problems with London Bridge station redevelopment

Newham has served notice on Railtrack following noise complaints after the removal of a concrete boundary wall and its replacement with a metal paling fence.  Appeal due in May.

Ann & Chris have both been contacted by Westinghouse about the fitting of a ‘bonding strap’ out of hours.  Neither thought that the work was likely to cause serious problems. 
TG/NM

TG

NM

7.
AOB



 ABl encouraged as many as can make it to attend the next meeting of the London Noise Action Group, when it is arranged..


8.
Date of next meeting and Venue



9th March at 10:00, St Alphage House


Future Dates for meetings to be held at Chadwick Court for those that like to be prepared!

Date
Room

9th March 2005
St Alphage House

11th May 2005
To be arranged

13th July 2005
To be arranged

14th September 2005
To be arranged

9th November 2005
To be arranged
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