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Minutes

Held on 9 November 2005 at St Alphage House

	ATTENDEES :
	
	
	

	
	Tony Garton (Chair)
	TG
	Southwark

	
	Nick Marks (Secretary)
	NM
	Newham

	
	Ann Emsley
	AE
	Bromley

	
	Alan Bloomfield
	ABl
	GLA

	
	Andy Benstead
	ABe
	Corpn London

	
	John Coates
	JC
	L B Richmond

	
	Clive Symonds
	CS
	Croydon

	
	Lee Perella
	LP
	Camden

	
	Jon Fox
	JF
	Bexley

	
	Ian Stephenson
	IS
	Kensington & Chelsea

	
	
	
	

	APOLOGIES :
	Steve Glass
	
	Bromley

	
	Paul Shields
	
	Scott Wilson

	
	John Smith
	
	Tunbridge Wells DC

	
	Geoff Scott
	
	L B Lambeth

	
	Ralph Haynes
	
	Barnet

	
	Steve Blake
	
	Corpn London

	
	Bob Broomfield
	
	Corpn London

	
	
	
	

	MINUTES PREPARED BY:
	Nick Marks

	DATE : 
	Friday, 11 November 2005


	SECTION
	ITEM
	ACTION

	1.
	Minutes of last meeting
	

	
	Agreed
	

	2.
	Matters Arising 
	

	
	 None
	

	3.
	Format & Frequency of LARIF Meetings
	

	
	A discussion was had as to the future of LARIF.  All present agreed that the format of the meetings should remain the same.  LARIF should meet every two months.  Speakers would be provided if it was possible to arrange them (see also point 5 below).  Agreed that future meetings would be held on the third Wednesday of every alternate month @ 10:00am.  This date has the advantage of being on the same day as the London Institute of Acoustics (IoA) meeting giving the opportunity of IoA members to brief colleagues on the topic for discussion that evening. The Corporation of London offered to continue hosting the meetings – thank you.


	

	4.
	Election of Officers
	

	
	Despite pleading from the existing LARIF officers, there were no contested posts.  Accordingly the following officers have agreed to stand again:

Chair: Tony Garton

Secretary: Nick Marks

Treasurer: Steve Glass

Ann Emsley has resigned from the post of Events Secretary.  Thank you for your hard work in organising speakers.  Andy Benstead has agreed to try and take the post on with help from his colleagues, Steve Blake & Bob Broomfield at the Corporation of London.  He will be able to co-ordinate speakers but will rely on others to find them.  See point 5. below. 
	

	5.
	Possible Speakers
	

	
	The following topics were suggested for speakers.  Where speakers have been suggested, could the colleague named contact the speaker and liase with Andy, Bob & Steve @ Corporation of London as to when to fit them in?

Sewage on Railway: Andy Benstead

New Austrian Tunnelling Method: Andy Benstead

EU Directive on Noise Mapping: Alan Bloomfield

Overview of Rail Projects in London: Alan Bloomfield

Pests on Railways
Rail noise announcements: Nick Marks

Air Pollution from diesel trains
Crossrail – Nick Marks


	

	4.
	Update on existing & proposed railway projects
	

	
	ELLX:

The first public inquiry was considerably over ten years ago that got approval for the northern section between Shoreditch & Dalston Kingsland, using LUL A+ carriages. 

The second public inquiry was held nearly ten years ago & covered the southern extension from Surrey Quays to Lewisham.  It included branches to Peckham & Crystal Palace.  In order to keep the application ‘live’, some works have already commenced.  Shoreditch station is due to close shortly to allow work to start on the northern extension.

There are noise issues with the change of carriages from LUL A+ stock to heavy rail and the specification and the fitting of resilient wheels which was apparently specified in the first public inquiry.

Crossrail:

Petitioning on bill now closed.  Select Committee expected to be announced shortly.  Subject to Committee approval, generic petitions to be heard first then local authorities starting at Corpn London & moving west, followed by NE & SE sections.  For further info on Bill progress see:

http://www.parliament.uk/about_commons/prbohoc/hybrid_bills.cfm
Despite the best efforts of John Wade of L B Havering, a unified local authority response over the route of the line was not possible.  There are a number of boroughs which are leading on specific issues as follows:

L B Newham – Airborne noise.  

Since much of the route above ground is on existing, heavily used, rail corridors, the opportunity for running substantial numbers of additional trains is limited.  It follows that additional noise impact is limited as well.  There may be issues in Newham where the route runs on a little used rail corridor.

City of Westminster – Construction Noise.

The Crossrail noise policy in the Environmental Statement proposed a 12-hour working day with maintenance and repair work being carried out during the remainder of the time.  Unsurprisingly, local authorities did not think this represented best practice.  Westminster is currently negotiating with Crossrail & DoT for a 10-hour working day with local agreement about specified work outside these hours.

Where possession work is required local authorities accept that anti-social hours will be necessary subject to strict environmental controls.

For tunnelling work the local authorities accept this is a 24-hour activity.  We require that activities where noise is heard from working on the surface is limited to that which is directly related to tunnelling works with strict environmental controls.

L B Havering - Static Sources, Reversing Alarms & Contaminated Land

Negotiation is continuing on noise from vent shafts.  LAs seek –10 dB BS 4142 correction.

L B Tower Hamlets - Noise Insulation and Temporary Housing

L B Camden – Groundborne Noise

Seeking aspiration to achieve 35 dB Lamax as design aim.  Both Dot & Crossrail appear not to want to move from their position of 40 dB L(A) Max slow.

For further information, follow this link: http://www.crossrail.co.uk/
Thameslink 2000

Public inquiry on three non environmental issues which were left over from the last inquiry.  The second inquiry has just finished and the matters appear to have been resolved.  The intention is to have 24 trains per hour on each track.  The Moorgate branch will be closed and the platforms at Farringdon will be extended.  The tracks in the Borough Market area will be widened from two tracks to four tracks.  There is also a junction improvements in South Bermondsey.  The Thameslink box at King's Cross has been constructed up there is no money to provide platforms escalators or ticket hall.  There is still no money for actually building the project.

CTRL

The tunnels in Newham are complete and are currently being fitted out.  There is considerable work to do at St Pancras.  The main deck extension, including the roof, and is close to completion.  This means that fit out work will be commencing in the next couple of months.  The renovation of the Barlow Shed is underway but there is still an enormous amount to do.  Opening of the railway into St Pancras is an unspecified data in 2007.

London Underground works in the Camden

The opening of the new ticket hall at King's Cross St Pancras station should take place early in 2006.  Works on the next phase to build a northern ticket hall to connect more directly with the CTRL will commence in 2006 and are now linked with the building a new concourse at King's Cross mainline which will enable the temporary structure in front of the mainline to be demolished.  Timetable for completion of all this is 2012, in time for the Olympics!

There are also a number of station renovation scheme is coming through such as at Holborn.  These are being controlled through the section 61 process.

New rail freight terminal in Bexley being promoted by GLA.  There is local opposition to the scheme.

Renewal of electricity substations in Bromley to allow for higher power demands of new rolling stock being introduced to replace the slam door carriages.  There has been one complaint of low frequency noise.  S61 sought on all but the most remote locations.
	TG

NM

LP (on behalf of Peter Carey

TG

NJM & LP (on behalf of Peter Carey

LP (on behalf of Peter Carey

JF

AE



	6.
	AOB
	

	
	NM & AE to provide text of talks provided at LARIF meetings to Linda Johnson to put on LARIF web site
	NM, AE

	
	NM said that he had received no copies of Modern Railways for several months.  AE will contact Steve Glass to arrange for the renewal of any subscription and to arrange for issues to be dispatched to NM @ Newham
	AE



	7.
	Date of next meeting and Venue
	

	
	18th January 2006 at 10:00, Corpn. London, St Alphage House, Fore St
	


	Date
	Room

	18th January 2006
	St Alphage House

	15th March 2006
	St Alphage House

	17th May 2006
	St Alphage House

	19th July 2006
	St Alphage House

	20th September 2006
	St Alphage House

	15th November 2006 
	St Alphage House
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