October

City Corporation seeks return of trams

A study commissioned by the Corporation of London supports the introduction of a tram service to serve the City. The feasibility study was commissioned in response to uncertainties around the funding and delivery of London's core heavy rail projects, such as CrossRail, Thameslink 2000 and the East London Line Extension; light rail would be cheaper than these mega-projects and could be introduced more quickly.

The study is being undertaken in three stages, and the results of the initial stages include the following findings.

· A City light rail scheme would be viable and compare well with other existing and proposed public transport schemes in London.

· A route running through the City would complement the Cross River Partnership's London Tram scheme between Peckham and Camden, which should relieve the overcrowded Northern and Victoria Lines.

· Modern trenchless technology could allow the tram scheme to be built without the heavy cost and burden of excavating and diverting utility Infrastructure.

·  Implementation of the City tram scheme could provide a cost-effective means of linking the proposed Olympic Games sites in Hackney Wick and Stratford with central London.

The route with greatest potential runs from Battersea to Hackney via Vauxhall, Elephant and Castle, Borough High Street, Bishopsgate and Shoreditch. Initial estimates suggest a capital cost around £260 million with an annual operating cost of £9 million per annum. Stage three of the study is now underway, and this involves a more detailed examination of the feasibility of the chosen route and the preparation of an outline business case.


Five page article on interview with Alan Dyke (Union Rail) on heavy

engineering for CTRL north of the Thames
Two page article on technical spec for high speed rail line
Two page article on Shortlands Junction


Noise trials

At the end of August a specially-equipped ICE3 was run at speeds of up to 320km/h on the Berlin-Hannover line in connection with noise tests within the European `Noemi' project which is being carried out under the supervision of the European Association for Rail Interoperability (AEIF). A Thalys unit was tested on the same section a week earlier. A 250-metre section of the line near Gardelegen had been fitted out with special hard rubber pads between the sleepers and the rails, and the rails themselves had been ground to minimise all irregularities. The aim of the present tests is twofold: on the one hand to establish a common European noise standard, and on the other to establish uniform rules for future European test lines. 

Thus a range of tests is being undertaken with a variety of European rolling stock in Belgium, France, Germany, Italy, and Spain. The ICE3 used for the trials on the Berlin-Hannover line had earlier completed test runs on the Lille-Calais line. The aim was to compare running on ballasted track designed to modern German and French specifications.

November

London Metro network rebranded
The Overground Network (ON), a pilot scheme to promote better use of suburban rail services, was launched on 30 September on four South London routes. The scheme aims to encourage passengers to make more use of off-peak services, by promoting consistent standards for service frequency, passenger information and station security and upgrading station facilities.

The scheme will be piloted on four routes: WaterlooTeddington via Wimbledon; Waterloo-Twickenham via Richmond; Victoria-East/West Croydon via Norbury; and London Bridge-Dartford via Greenwich. 

All 41 stations meet the ON standards of:

· Frequency: minimum of four trains per hour in daytime off-peak (Monday-Saturday);

· Passenger information: distinctive station signs and better information points, clearer route maps, better frequency and connection information;

· Security - CCTV coverage and help points.

Additional evening services, funded by Transport for London's London Rail division, will also increase frequency between London Bridge and Dartford on Mondays to Fridays from two to four trains per hour until 22.00. The ON pilot will be promoted by an advertising and marketing campaign aimed at those living near the routes: a key initial aim is to test the effectiveness

of this campaign.; The scheme is funded by the SRA, TfL and operators South Central Trains,

Connex South Eastern and South West Trains. 

The scheme was developed in collaboration with the London Transport Users Committee and the South London Boroughs, represented by the South and West London Transport Conference

(SWELTRAC) and the South East London Transport Strategy (SELTRANS). The reaction of passengers to the pilot will be taken into account by TfL and the SRA when deciding how to take the scheme forward, and meantime work continues on further potential routes, with investment already earmarked by TfL for the North London Line.

Additional investment in improved interchange, especially for pedestrians, is being managed by SWELTRAC and SELTRANS. Projects have been completed at 40 of South London's 190 stations, including Abbey Wood, Maze Hill, Norbury, Selhurst, Thornton Heath, Wimbledon, Barnes, and Balham.
