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Final section of Thurrock Viaduct pushed into place

The 23rd and final span of the Channel Tunnel Rail Link (CTRL) Thurrock

viaduct has been 'push-launched' into place. Main contractor Morgan Vinci

undertook the final launch on 31 October, a year after the first launch on 1

November 2002.

Over 100 workers were involved in the final push to edge the concrete deck

into place on the eastern abutment. Although now in its final position, work

remains to complete the bridge - including continuity pre-stressing and

construction of finishes.

Each of the 45 metre segments was attached to the previous construction and

the ever-lengthening structure pushed out by hydraulic jacks until the whole

1,025 metre long viaduct was complete.

The viaduct has steadily crossed hundreds of metres of the Essex marshes. As

it increased in length, the leading edge or `nose' crossed over London Road,

the London Tilbury and Southend railway lines, the Essex viaduct (viaduct at

the exit of the Dartford tunnels) and passed under the QEII bridge.

The `nose' consists of two structural steel girders, each measuring 34.5

metres long and weighing 75 tonnes, attached to the first segment of the

bridge. Its wedge-shape helps to bridge the gap between the piers during

each launch.

Work on CTRL Contract 310 - the 13km of railway between Ripple Lane at

Dagenham and the CTRL Thames Tunnel at Thurrock - started in September 2001.

The contract, worth £178 million, is the largest ever awarded on CTRL. It

includes three major viaducts, 11 bridges, three highway diversions, utility

equipment diversions, and about IO km of piled slab to support the line.
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'Ken signs Up for W London Tram

On 9 December Ken Livinstone & Ealing Council signed a commitment to deliver

W London Tram (Uxbridge to Shepherds Bush). Cost £245m completion 2011

passenger projection 50m p.a.'
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